Costa’s Level of Inquiry (Questioning)

To better understand the content being presented in their core subject areas, it is essential for students to learn to think critically and to ask higher levels of questions.  By asking higher levels of questions, students deepen their knowledge and create connections to the material being presented.  

Level One Questions (text explicit):  Readers can point to one correct answer right in the text.

Example: Name the first president of the United States.

Level Two Questions (text implicit):  Readers infer answers from what the text implicitly states, finding clues and answers in several places in the text.

Example: Analyze the causes of the Civil War.

Level Three Questions (experience based): Readers think beyond what the text states.  Answers are based on reader’s prior knowledge and will vary.  

Example: Imagine you were a soldier fighting in the Civil War, how would you feel?

